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ABSTRACT

The year 2015 proves to be an important transigiear for Myanmar as the National League for Demoygra
(NLD) swept the election with clear mandate oustiiigyears of Military rule. Nevertheless, victosoMLD faces a
challenging task in translating its promises toiast as the constitution of Myanmar drafted by thiditary junta
(or Tatmadaw) still upholds military supremacy agwhtrols important subjects of governance theredlinquishing its
dominance. Besides the complex internal situatibere is also a deliberation over Myanmar's relaisoto the outside
world especially with its neighbors India and Chirfes NLD takes its seat in Myanmar there is a galneerception over
its approaches towards India and China who haveylbleen Myanmar's engaging partners. As NLD foumaatay
embedded in democratic features India feels ititsasard to play since India display one of theglest democratic nation.
On the other hand, China feels that despite a braftility and anti- Chinese sentiment it can gillhy an active role in
Myanmar as it understands Myanmar better than othations. Within the two considerations, Myanmar as
self-independent nation should give equal priotdyall nations including India and China. Its fogei policy should be

dictated by the rational approach with a view teeamnd accessible to the outside world.
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INTRODUCTION

India-Myanmar relations are rooted in shared historical, ethnicultural and religious ties.
As theland of Lord Buddha, India is a country of pilgrimage for the peopfeMyanmar. The geographical proximity of
the two countries has helped develop and sustadiadoelations and facilitated people-to-peoplateat. Myanmar has a
1, 643 land border with India and is emerging as thgateway for India to other Southeast Asian countrie
A large population of Indian origin (about 2.5 nalt) lives in Myanmar. India and Myanmar’s relasbip officially got
underway aftethe Treaty of Friendship which was signed 1951, after which the foundation for a more meaningful
relationship was established durifyime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s visit in 1987. Bilateral ties received another
significant boost when the two countries signedadd agreement in 1994. For many years India dicopen up to the

authoritarian regime, and it was only over a peabtime that India started engaging with the railjtjunta of Myanmar.

As said by the then Prime Minister Sh Jawaharldirdén 1948 on the Burma’s independence day froitaidr
"As in the past, so in the future, the people afidnwill stand shoulder to shoulder with the peopfeBurma,
and whether we have to share good fortune or itufee, we shall share it together." And till dgbeople of India are
fulfilling their former PM’s promise with the couyt Though the relationship between the two coesthas seen ups &

downs in past years. India's rise on the internaticctage and Myanmar's "democratic transition" fareing both
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governments to reassess the nature of bilateatiors based on regional geopolitical developments.

For many years, Indo-Burmese relations were stouggto Myanmar previously having been a provincidia,
due to cultural links, flourishing commerce, commoterests in regional affairs and the presenca significant Indian
community in Myanmar. India provided considerablepmort when Myanmar struggled with regional insmdes.
Along with much of the world, India condemned tlwgression of democracy and Myanmar ordered thelgixm of the
Burmese Indian community, increasing its own isolafrom the world it was only China who maintaingdse relations

with Myanmar.

The 2015 election proved to be a watershed momethiei history of Myanmar. It was a litmus test Kbyanmar
as it was the country’s first national electionceirits last free election in 1960 though the 19@@t®n did take place
constitutional power was never transferred to thatidwal League for Democracy (NLD) by military Jant
As of 2015 Aung San Suu Kyi's NLD won a landslidetory defeating military-backed Thein Sein’s UniSolidarity and
Development Party (USDP) thus ending 50 years tifamj rule in the Myanmar The victory was a historic moment for
54 million people of Myanmar who have been livingdar the tight control rule of military Junta. Howee the
constitution of Myanmar drafted by military Junta2008 brings a challenging setback to NLD in tlatisg its promises
to actions. First, Article 6(F) guarantees militar25 per cent reservation in the parliament. Btjitrepresentative holds
key subjects of governance that includes home,ndefeand border affairs. Second, Article 59(f) leé tonstitution of
Myanmar states one of the qualifications to bectimeehead of the state. It prohibits any person Vetfitimate children
and spouse having allegiance to a foreign powdomign qualification from the post. Accordinglydebars Aung San
Suu Kyi from the post of presidency since she isrim@ to a foreigner (her husband, Michael Aris waaBritish national
and a historian) and her children are thereby @isBrhationals. Third, Article 436 which sets tlat any amendment to
the constitution, an approval of more than sevding- percent votes are required to pass legislation
In addition the dominance of military personnelthe National Defence and Security Council whichthie highest
executive body in the government further allevihie position of military dominance as they are @dswith the power to
declare emergency at any time. Hence as seen freroanstitutional clauses it looks very noteworttigt military is not

likely to relinquish its dominance any time soon.

Therefore in the post-election of Myanmar, a majemplex challenge that NLD faces is the questiogr dnow
much power will they be able to exercise, espeaciaith the military holding seats in the parliaméRyidaungsu Hluttaw)
as well as key posts. The new government and SuirKperson has an utmost task to balance equally with the
military personnel in carrying out its promises pieg in view the essence of coming to power ana aé the
constitutional clauses that military holds the adage. Therefore after NLD came to power speculadimse about how
she would proceed since Myanmar constitution piithher from the post of presidency. Moreover pip@ared likely that
she might go for clear boldness this time, takingas an opportunity to challenge the military leade
But Suu Kyi carefully decided not quarrel directljth the military leaders. Instead, she herself edro three different
cabinet posts (foreign minister, minister to thegulency and as a proxy president). Besides shemasle an extra step
and had her party create the new state counsdidoicer. It was a new post and created espec@miiylow Suu Kyi for a
greater role in decision making within the governirthereby respecting the constitution clausesvemte also subverting
it.
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Apart from the transformation of the military tceethivilian democratic government with complex int@rhiccup,
there was also a question of how Myanmar extesd®iations with the outside world, particularhthvits neighbors India
and China who shares a closer relationship with iviyar. Myanmar transition to democracy under the gewernment
and new leaders brought the question of its survivtéhe globalized world which is constantly wisséng liberal flow of
products, people, and ideas. Over the past dechtiemymar was reeling under western economic samdierause of
military’s poor human rights records and crime. ®amctions brought Myanmar on the brink of collapsEmpletely
isolated with crumbling economic in all sectors. ritade military personnel’s to involve in corruptiolooting,
charging fraudulent taxes and hefty fines on logathout emphasizing on human development which inadire need.
Under this pretext, Myanmar ranked 148 in the huderelopment list and it is still declining. Allishhappened under the
long decade of military rule which fails to create legitimate space for the people of Myanmar to rowp.
As NLD won landslide victory ending decades of taily rule, the first and the utmost importanceht® new government
lie in restructuring Myanmar in the global configtion. It needed to improve its human developmeakt giving people
more space to express its rights and concerneldsi® open up its policy to the outside worldred more investment and
development pour in thereby putting Myanmar inghebal map. In this regard, its neighbors can playmportant role in
bringing Myanmar from the pariah state. Its stratetpcation at the crossroad of India, China, Badgkh,
Nepal, and Thailand gives Myanmar an edge to lneedevelopment services of these countries. Theréfothe entire
development prospect and the significance of newegonent there a lie question of how far Myanmannexts and

interacts with its neighbors i.e. India and Chio@dme out of the shell.
India

As far as India is a concern it has a long histofyenduring affinity with Myanmar created by gequnical
contiguity, historical affinity (Myanmar was a pioge of British India from 1885 to 1937), cultuiateraction and a
shared political experiences. India has politicadlypported Myanmar’'s earlier democratic step led Aywng San
(father of Aung Sang Suu Kyi) erstwhile Militarynta. But at the later stage of 1960’'s Myanmargedly to military coup
and India was perennially caught in the dilemmawben its own democratic conscience and regionafigumation
especially Myanmar falling prey to China’s sphefeirdluence. This dilemma shed India to changesi@snd towards
Myanmar and began to engage constructively withtaJtimereby balancing the strategic incursion ofn€sé influence.
The constructive engagement began with the remizahat India’s new policy ‘Look East’ will remaias a dream
without having a functioning relationship with Myaar since Myanmar is the only physical gateway tuainects India
and Association of South East Asian (ASEAN) cowstriTherefore Myanmar became a critical part ofliarforeign
policy for two important reasons. First, the ge@igtgic location of Myanmar at the crossroads aft®@nd Southeast
Asia’ provides a physical gateway to the landlockedaregif India’s Northeast and most importantly inikisl objective
of Look East-Act East policy to integrate with Swedst Asian countries. Second, the increasing isgagisk of being
enclosed by China’s encirclement policy as Chindasimwn sphere of influence is seen cultivatinghotercial, economic

and strategic ties with most of India’s close nbigis i.e. Myanmar, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Srikeaand Bangladesh.

And over the past decade, India has started to ntsggesence felt in Myanmar. Under various gowents in
past India had focused in supporting Myanmar witstifution and capacity building development prtgegroviding

language courses, vocational training in IT andcatiure sectors Besides this development assistance which seeks
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strengthen its Look East- Act East Policy, an atitie is also made to enhance connectivity routed ss the Trilateral
Highway and upgrading of Kalewa-Yargyi stretch b tTrilateral Highwa$which is aimed to connect landlocked
Northeast India. Once it is completed it will sificantly lessen the distance between the two natemmd open up the
region that has been isolated for years. Elsewther@liscovery of vast oil and natural gas reseimvasdfshore Myanmar

basin and other resources such as Jade, coal rtamtehydroelectricity also made India a naturatrps.

As new BJP Government came to power with clear ra@ndictory in the 2014 elections there were more
extensive efforts to bring Myanmar into the locilaflian foreign policy engagement. The Indian Priktimister was
leaving no stone unturned in extending its relaitowards its neighbors. He asserts that Indiaighb®rs Myanmar,
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Sri Lanka hold goitant place and have a significant part to ptayndia’s foreign
policy re-orientation. In its comprehensive engagetwith Myanmar, the present, Indian Prime Minisezhristened the
old ‘Look East’ policy to ‘Act East’ policy therebgxpanding the importance of striking engagemernh vViSEAN
countries and further wider to Asia-Pacific couggrivhich till now could not achieve its full potight As such India basic
objective with Act East looks positive with the wdy of NLD. Given Aung San Suu Kyi’'s close connentwith India
(she graduated from the University of Delhi in 1peMlyanmar political ties with India could reinferdn the area of
economic cooperation and connectivity. But India k@ be very careful and very constructive at estep this time to
make engagement with Myanmar a better and a ftwtia. India should take into consideration that ¢ard now lies in
India’s favor. What it requires is a positive, wsltuctured policy towards Myanmar which is lackifijdate. Moreover,
as NLD embark on its new journey to democracy pladihe is a chance that Myanmar could model itselfnalia, which

enjoys a stable democracy.
China

Burma was the first non-Communist country to re¢pgnhe Communist-led People's Republic of Chinarafs
foundation in 1949. Burma and the People's Repuflichina formally established diplomatic relatians June 8, 1950.
China and Burma signed a treaty of friendship amtuadl non-aggression and promulgated a Joint Detixder on June 29,
1954, officially basing their relations on the FiReinciples of Peaceful Co-existence. However, Bummaintained a
neutralist foreign policy in the 1950s and 1960slaRons began to improve significantly in the 19.70nder the rule of
Deng Xiaoping, China reduced support for the ComistuParty of Burma ("CPB") and on August 5, 1988ir@ signed a
major trade agreement, legalizing cross-borderirtgaéind began supplying considerably military dt@llowing the
violent repression of pro-democracy protests in8138e newly formed State Peace and Developmenhélodacing
growing international condemnation and pressuraglsbto cultivate a strong relationship with Chtoabolster itself; in

turn, China's influence grew rapidly after the intgional community abandoned Burma.

However, after the 2011 reform, Myanmar has stadezhift away from China, leaving China big comseover
the decreasing influence of China in Myanmar. Antlofving with the Chinese rebels and Tatmadaw ¢oinfh the

Northern part of Myanmar, China has to vow to kiB@mnmar and China remain close tie until the sohuis found.

On the other hand, China relations with Myanmarchsaracterized by complex and multifaceted dynamics.
Historically China’s relation with Burma dates backearly years of Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty wehdre Burmese
rulers used to pay tribute as part of self-deteatidm and respect. After Burma'’s independence fiieencolonial British

rule in 1948, it was amongst the first non-communétion to recognize the legitimate rule of PespRepublic of China
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(PRC) in mainland China. Progressively thereaftshmations established its diplomatic relationarrihg few snags and
gluey situations like anti-Chinese riots in 196 éime expulsion of Chinese communities from Burrakgtions grew on a
positive note. Furthermore, economic ties with Myamn also grew rapidly after 1988, when western tame on
Myanmar were put in place. The military regime ofjaimar wanted to liberalize its foreign trade amebstment so as to
revive the ailing economy that was reeling undéerimational economic sanctions. This enabled gxiend and build a
strong relationship with China. At the outset, Gtsnengagement with Myanmar lies at the strategiation of Myanmar
at the cusp of South and South-East Asia whichreffetrading outlet to its landlocked provincesrahnan and Sichuan
into the Indian OceanLikewise, it will also provide an impetus to Be{j grand strategy of countering India’s influence

and U.S. encirclement in the region.

Therefore with the advent of military rule and sevether factors, both external and internal enaged closer
ties between China and Myanmar. With the discoeégil and natural gas, Myanmar was further enhdrict the global
market bringing China furthermore into its stronighgosition by outbidding all other players, buidi necessary
infrastructure at low cost, providing low-interestd technical assistance, political support ansh@gic assistance for the
Junta when Myanmar was spooling under economimatamn. Consequently, China became Myanmar's biggede
partner, biggest import and export market investibh trade business between the two nations amogiras high as $10
billion®. This increasing influence and huge absorptionaciy its development package and economic assista
gradually pushed Myanmar into the realm of knowasya “de facto” Chinese client stat®ut Myanmar's political
transition under Thein Sein’s Union Solidarity dddvelopment Party (USDP) in 2011 brought a ser@mmplication in
the previously pleasant relations between two gawents. Within its coming to power, the governmeiased many
political prisoners, de-regularised censor medieased Suu Kyi from house arrest and reinstate® [k a major
opposition party. Elsewhere Thein Sein also suspetide $3.6bn Myitsone dam amidst growing tensheneby showing
greater openness to public opinion. This step aagely refuted by the Chinese officials who haweested heavily on the
dam construction. The suspension of Letpadung eappee further infuriated China as they began t Festility coming

from all levels of society in Myanmar.

In the wake of the National League for Democradldé.D) landmark victory after ousting the longstamgli
military rule, Beijing hopes to start fresh in Myaar. Beijing is associating itself with Suu Kyi ahdr government to
help navigate the anti-China sentiment on the gitoand sell a stronger relationship with China agoad thing.
The recent visit of Chinese Foreign Minister Warigd'Myanmar illustrates China collective effortdtay as an ally and
seek a new chapter of cooperation with Myarfm@hina has a high hope that NLD might give thegreater economic
role to play given China’s well known of being thigggest trading and investment partner of Myannosarnfiany years.
But the hope of seeking a new chapter and bridtlieggap of bitterness is not going to be an easy Btyanmar foreign
policy reform initiated in 2011 under Thein Seinvgmment has seen a key trend of opening up ittioal to the west
thereby reducing its dependence on China. Besiutia hkt its very next door, Beijing feels Myanmaght incline and
reform its foreign policy keeping India at the aamf its orientation. India exemplifies as the lddargest democracy and
as Myanmar has taken its first step towards a deatiocsystem there is a chance that they might nobeger to India.
This brings a fear in the mind of Beijing diplomais it will give India a major advantage in reotieg its foreign policy

towards Myanmar and further Southeast Asia whithdw have been dominated by China.
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India has the upper hand compared to China iniogtéo Myanmar’'s needs for better education, trajpiand
skill development. This is witnessed in the closdlaboration between the Indian Institute of Infation Technology
(IIT) in Bangalore and the Myanmar Institute ofchaology. Also, private players such as the TATA€dtancy Service
(TCS) have undertaken projects in Myanmar as wetlia has provided loans to develop and upgradeastructure
projects such as the Yangon-Mandalay rail link, anthe recent past, as part of the AEP, Modi fegub negotiations in

upgrading road links between the two nation states.

Myanmar’s policy of hedging is complimented by l&di AEP. This is witnessed in India’s move towaighig
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Myanmar ifaproving the “socioeconomic condition” of the qme
belonging to Myanmar’s Rakhine state. The MoU sedekkelp the displaced Rohingya community withirkiRae and
contribute to their resettlement and social welf&uwthermore, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visitMyanmar in 2017

led to significant discussions on expanding Indiale in undertaking infrastructural and socioeanimprojects
CONCLUSIONS

But keeping the consideration at bay it looks ckramugh that China appears to understand Myannttar lzand
has a greater clarity in its objective. This isexsglly true when it comes to Chinese productsdeiore suitable for them
as compared with Indian products. Moreover, Chitila l|as an important role to play in Myanmar’s éagn policy
objective. First, with the new government and neaders followed by economic stagnation, low hunights record,
Myanmar therefore, needs economic growth to pudirdvom further worsening. In this situation Chisabest positioned
to bring Myanmar out of this deteriorating conditilike they have been doing, second Myanmar feelseraecured under
the umbrella of China’s permanent seat in the UNemathan India’s democratic values, principles hothane approach.
As such in the changing Myanmar, China’s futurekpositive and the survival and recognition ofsitsy depend on the
pragmatic role it plays in Myanmar respecting tieendcratic conscience. On the other hand, Indigisréuin Myanmar
lies in its assertive role to enhance its relatisith NLD via democratic institution building. Asdemocratic nation with
reasonable diversity and a healthy growth ratejalright to feel that it has more to offer. It justeds to be more

practical while dealing with Myanmar this time, rmminstrained only to economics, neither by the €hiving.

As far as Myanmar itself is a concern being a ygundependent, democratic nation, its will be betteit
interest not to prioritize exclusively either talla or China. Rather it should extend its friendsdmd cooperation with all
nations including India and China. Myanmar shoelthember that in the globalized world of interaciioshould recourse
its foreign policy by implementing new policies astategies so as to increase its bilateral tiepikg in mind the aspect
and importance of each country in its nation-buaitdprospects. And last but not the least foreignidér Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, has the utmost role to play in restruetgrMyanmar new foreign policy keeping in mind ttepisations of her

people and the complex constitutional clauses wbéhalter or falter any amendments or policieshefnew government.

Myanmar's government understands the value it gesvio both India and China. India's security diteas and
its interest in new sources of oil and natural gdlscontinue to drive its ambitions vis-a-vis Myawar for the foreseeable
future. At the same time, China's access to thedd@engal via Myanmar, and the security of eneaggessibility via its
landlocked southern provinces make Myanmar an itapoistrategic partner for Beijing. Within this ¢ext, deepening

ties between India and Myanmar will remain an ideweChina.
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Regardless of Myanmar’s democratic transition staits geostrategic significance and natural resssuwill be

in power Chinese and Indian interests intersegbrédbability of Chinese and Indian existence in Myan are high, but

China will have a distinct advantage because dfig®ory, its military assistance, and its aligntngnlong-term interests.
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